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Good Morning  Co-Chairs NOZZOLIO and MCENENY,  MEMBERS of the TASK FORCE
On behalf of the National Dominican American Council I would like to thank you for the opportunity to again address the Committee regarding the redistricting of New York’s Legislature and Congress.

We have reviewed your released Assembly and Senate maps and, regarding Senate District 31, rather than increase the percentage of Latino population as we proposed back in September, you decreased it by almost 4 percentage points. We would like to reiterate our recommendation of increasing the Latino population of SD 31 to include the West Bronx community which shares many commonalities with the remaining of the district, and for reasons we outlined in our testimony back in September.  

We would also like to submit for your consideration a proposal for a Congressional District that unites the Spanish speaking communities (sharing national origin, religion, economic ties, family ties) living in the corridor of: Corona, Queens to University Height/Kingsbridge in the Bronx to Washington Heights in Manhattan, NY. 


“Driving” Geography of the Proposed Hispanic Congressional District:  

1)Broadway northbound from 140 street until 207 street
2) From Broadway, 207 street in Manhattan, crossing the bridge eastward into W. Fordham Road and into Bronx and Pelham Parkway
3) Hutchison River Parkway southbound crossing the Whitestone Bridge into Route 678
4) Northern Boulevard westbound until 77th street

Neighborhoods within the Propose Hispanic Congressional District 

New York County:

· Hamilton Heights (Hispanic voting districts from 140th Street northbound Broadway)

· Washington Heights

· Inwood

· Marbel Hill

In Bronx County:

· University Heights

· Kingsbridge (south)

· Bedford Park – Fordham University – Bronx Zoo

· Morris Park

· Westchester (east)

· Throgs Neck – Locust point + Schuylerville

In Queens County

1) College Point

2) North Corona

3) Corona

4) Jackson Heights (east)

As we have submitted to you, the Spanish Speaking population of the state of New York has grown exponentially in the last ten years, meriting the opportunity to elect their candidate of choice in an additional Majority-Minority Congressional Hispanic District.  Spanish Speaking communities will be better represented in the US Congress by a Spanish Speaking Representative – if they choose and have the opportunity to elect one. 


Immigrant communities from the Dominican Republic are one single community of interest mostly concentrated in three New York City neighborhoods: Corona in Queens, University Heights/Kingsbridge in the Bronx, and in Washington Heights in Manhattan.


The majority of the New York City and New York State Elected Officials from Dominican American origin represent constituencies from these three neighborhoods: two state senators, two state assembly representatives, and thee New York City Council Members. 

Creating this Congressional District seems to be the most logical step towards affording this community fair and equitable representation.

We look forward to working with the Task Force to contribute in your effort to make sure that New York achieves a fair and constitutional redistricting.

Thank you,

Nestor Montilla, Sr., President

National Dominican American Council
About NDAC
The National Dominican American Council (NDAC) is a civic-community-engagement and public relations entity composed of over 120 local member councils in the United States and territories, including Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, with the role of setting the national agenda of the Dominican American National Roundtable and advocating for the socio-economic and political enfranchisement of all Latinos and Dominican-Americans in areas concerning education, economic development, health, immigration and community empowerment.

